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«I Am Very Sincerely Yours”

Elizabeth Popham, ed. 4. M. Klein: The Letters. Toronto: University
of Toronto Press, 2011. xxxiii + 514pp.

A.M. Klein: The Letters is the culmination of a decades-long academic
endeavour. “With this selection of his letters,” Elizabeth Popham writes in
her introduction to the volume, “the A.M. Klein Research and Publication
Project completes the process of restoring Klein’s public voice” (viii). As
a volume that contributes to this effort, 4. M. Klein: The Letters does not
offer wide-ranging insight into literary Canada in the way that Sam
Solecki’s Yours, Al: The Collected Letters of Al Purdy (2004), Imagining
Canadian Literature.: The Selected Letters of Jack McClelland (2002), or
Andy Wainwright’s A Very Large Soul: Selected Letters from Margaret
Laurence to Canadian Writers (1995) have done. Instead, readers can
expect a more focused collection that is thoroughly attentive to Klein’s per-
sonal and professional life. There is much to praise about Popham’s final
product: the precision with which she has edited and selected the letters,
her comprehensive editorial and textual notes, the aesthetically pleasing
appearance of the volume itself, and, of course, her captivating portrayal
of Klein. Her book will be immediately recognized as an essential research
tool for Klein scholars and, although to a lesser degree, for academics
interested in the development of mid-century Montreal literary culture.

Popham’s introduction nicely summarizes the goals and achievements
of the A.M. Klein Research and Publication Project and clarifies the place
of this publication in the larger context of Klein scholarship. This text,
Popham explains, represents a “core element” of this project because it
“reflect[s] [Klein’s] ambitions, his strategies and work habits, his frustra-
tions and his accomplishments. [The letters] also record the tragic loss of
his distinctive voice” (xx). Framing these letters for her audience, Popham
helpfully observes “gaps” in the collection (ix): letters to family members
are absent because of access restrictions (x), and documents concerning
Klein’s professional life as a lawyer, journalist, editor, politician, speech-
writer, and teacher “are not significantly represented in this volume” (ix)—
many such letters are “confidential” and risk “disrupt[ing]” the “narrative
of a literary life” that Popham seeks to illuminate (x). Even still, the vol-
ume provides plenty of insight into Klein’s professional life via letters to
Sfimuel Bronfman, the Department of External Affairs, and the Bar Asso-
Clation of Montreal.






