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New Information about Isabella
Valancy Crawford and Her Family

by Alice Crawford

Isabella Valancy Crawford’s real age has always been a question because
there are different resources giving different ages. The 1861 Ontario cen-
sus indicates that she was born around 1846, whereas all the later (1871,
1881) censuses show her birth year as being around 1850, the date given
in her obituary in the 15 February 1887 issue of the Toronto Globe, which
also states that she came to Canada when she was 5 years old. Most books
and internet resources accept the 1850 birthdate. The matter can now be
resolved in the light of newly discovered information about when she
immigrated to Canada with her family by way of New York City, N.Y. in
1857.

The ship on which they travelled, the R. Robinson, left Liverpool,
England and arrived in the Port of New York on 2 January 1857. At the
head of the passenger manifest are the names and ages of all the Crawford
family members, the reason being that they travelled first class in the house
on deck. All the members of the family, with the exception of Emma, who
was born in Wisconsin while the family was there 4 years earlier, were
born in Ireland. Isabella’s father, Stephen Dennis Crawford is listed as S.D.
Crawford aged 45 and his wife as aged 39. Under her parents’ names, Isa-
bella is listed as 10 years old, Emma as 4, Stephen as 2, and, finally the
mystery child, Charlott as 6. Since Isabella and Stephen were both born in
December, they would have turned 10 years and 2 years of age respectively
the week before the family landed in New York. The ages of Emma and
Charlott look as if they were changed when the entries were made, in
Emma’s case a 6 was converted to a 4 and in Charlott’s case, a 4 was con-
verted to a 6.

Based on our family’s knowledge, Charlott must have been the baby
that travelled with the family to Wisconsin in or around 1851, only to
return to Ireland after Emma was born. Family lore has it that Stephen
Dennis Crawford travelled to Australia circa 1854-55 as another possible
place to emigrate, that in his absence 7 of his then 10 children died, and
that Stephen Walter was born prematurely after the deaths of these chil-






