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The Birth ol Ganadian Mlthopoeia
or Howto Read Poetry in a Binksian
Universe

by Phifippe Yilteneuye

Like the cthulhu mythos of H.P. Lovecraft or Luigi Serafini's codex sera-
phinianus, the literary universe of Paul Hiebert's soralt Binlrs is selicon-
tained. In the novel's very first paragraph, the poetess,s biographerlcntic
writes that there is an "already voluminous and continually growing liter-
ature which deals with the work of this great Canadian" (7).In truth, this
claim is only halfapplicable to the factual, extra-textual universe; in our
world, there exists no Binksian literature predating the publication of
Sarah Binlcs, yet the number of texts discussing Binks' poetry has indeed
"continuously grown" since then. This discrepancy points to a universe
unfolding independently from ours in Hiebert's narrative, and suggests that
there is no reason to believe that subsequent criticism of Binks' oeuvre
within her universe will have corresponded to that of ours. As regards the
latter, we know that her poetry has been analyzed and quoted on various
occasions by a number of serious scholars, not the least ofthese being Hie-
bert himself. In Tower in Siloam, his "spirifual biography,', he quotes the
opening lines of "Horse" as an epigraph to his seventh chapter:

Horse, I would conjecture
Thoughts that spring in thee;
Do, in contemplative hour
Teeming torments on thee lour 

-As on me?

(e6)

Surprisingly, there are substantive variants with the poem as it appears in
the novel:

Horse, I would conjecfure
Thoughts that spring in thee;
Do, in contemplative hour,




